
The Synoptic Gospels—Timeline 
Modified from BibleWorks  

Westminster Theological College and Seminary—dfm—September, 2009 

A 

430 B.C. 420 B.C. 410 B.C. 400 B.C. 390 B.C. 380 B.C. 370 B.C. 360 B.C. 350 B.C. 

Inter-Testament Period   

Xerxes II. and Sogdianus   

Darius Nothus   

Artaxerxes Mnemon   

Artaxerxes Longimanus 
(Artaxerxes I) (465-424 BC) 

424-5 BC 

Ochus 
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B 

340 B.C. 330 
B.C. 

320 B.C. 310 
B.C. 

300 B.C. 290 B.C. 280 B.C. 270 B.C. 260 
B.C. 

Arsus, or 
Arogus   

Grecian or Macedonian Supremacy  (337-165 BC)—Dan. 8: 5-8, 21) 

Alexander the Great crowned King of Macedon   

Darius III   

Alexander visits 
Jerusalem   

Onias I., son of 
Jaddua   

High priests of the Macedonian Period  (330-172 BC) 

Egypt under the Ptolemies - "Kings of the South"  (323-30 BC)—Dan. 11 

Ptolemy I., Lagi [Soter]   

Alexander dies, empire is divided by four of his generals (Dan. 8: 8, 22; 11: 4)   

Judea annexed to Egypt by Ptolemy I Soter (Dominated by Ptolemies until 198 BC BC)  

Syria under the Seleucids - "Kings of the North"  (312-66 BC)—Dan. 8 and 11 

Seleucus 
Nicator   

Simon "the Just," son of 
Onias   

Eleazar, brother of Simon the 
Just   

Ptolemy II.,  Philadelphus 
(Father of Berenice—Dan. 11: 6)   

Antiochus Soter   

Manasseh, brother of Simon the 
Just   

Antiochus II Theus   

Dan. 11: 6 

Dan. 11: 5 

Marriage between Berenice and  
Antiochus II Theus which ends 
in divorce two years later 

Ochus 
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C 

250 B.C. 240 B.C. 230 B.C. 220 B.C. 210 B.C. 200 B.C. 190 B.C. 180 B.C. 

Onias II., son of Simon the Just   

(?) Ptolemy encourages LXX  (Septuagint)  

Ptolemy III., Euergetes (Brother of Berenice who murders  
Laodice to avenge his sister’s death. Carries on a successful  
campaign against Callinicus (Dan. 11: 7-8)  

Seleucus Callinicus - Unsuccessfully contests with Ptolemy for Pal.   

Seleucus Ceraunus   

Antiochus III the Great   

Ptolemy IV., Philopator   

Simon II., son of Onias II   

Ptolemy V., Epiphanes   

Antiochus III takes Jerusalem   

Onias III., son of Simon II   

Antiochus III annexes Judea to Syria 
Judea in the hands of Seleucid  
Dynasty (Dan. 11: 15-16)   

Seleucus IV Philopator   

Ptolemy VI., Eupator   

Ptolemy VII.,  
 Philometor   

Jason 

Menelaus 

Grecian or Macedonian Supremacy (337-165 BC) 

Antiochus IV Epiphanes 

Antiochus II Theus 
        (Dan. 11: 6) 

Dan. 11: 9 
sons 

Syria under the Seleucids—“Kings of the North” (312-66 BC) 

Egypt under the Ptolemies—“Kings of the South” (323- 30 BC) 

Remarries Laodice, who, nevertheless, poisons Antiochus and conspires 
with her son, Callinicus, to murder Berenice and her infant son.  
Callinicus then takes the throne from his murdered father.   

 

Daughter, Cleopatra  
marries Ptolemy V  

Judea under the control of the Ptolemies of Egypt until 198 BC Judea under Seleucids of Syria 

        ( Hellenistic, Greek Dynasty) 

Antiochus III defeated by  
Romans (Battle of Magnesia) 
Seleucids pay tribute to Rome 
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D 

170 B.C. 160 B.C. 150 B.C. 140 B.C. 130 B.C. 120 B.C. 110 B.C. 

Jason, brother of Onias III buys the office of high priest from Antiochus   

Antiochus IV Ephipanes—Persecuted Jews (167-164 BC)   

Antiochus makes Jason high priest, removing Onias   

Menelaus pays Antiochus IV more money and supplants Jason   

Antiochus desecrates Jerusalem Temple   

Maccabean Period  (168-37 BC) 

Judas Maccabaeus, "Prince of the Jews"   

Antiochus V., Eupator   

Menelaus put to death by Antiochus   

Demetrius I., Soter   

Jonathan Maccabaeus, Judas' brother   

Alexander Balas   

Demetrius II., Nicator. (Antiochus VI., a child); Trypho   

Ptolemy VIII., Philopator Neos   

Ptolemy IX., Physcon   

Simon Maccabaeus, Judas' brother   

Simon becomes high priest   

Antiochus VII., Sidetes   

John Hyrcanus, son of Simon   

Demetrius II., (again). Civil strife.   

Antiochus VIII., Grypus   

Ptolemy X., Lathyrus   

Syria under the Seleucids—“Kings of the North” 

Dan. 11: 31 

Ptolemy VII., Philometer 

First mention of 
the Pharisees 
and Sadducees 

Egypt under Ptolemies 

 Three sons of Mattathias the Priest (The Maccabean Revolt) 

Office of high priest combined with 
office of king during Hasmonean rule 

Bribe 
money 
used to  
pay tribute 
to Rome  
 

Jewish independence from outside control until 63 BC under Rome 

 Aristobulus  Janneaus 

Seleucid control of Judea until 142 BC 

Antiochus IV Epiphanes attempts to annex Egypt to Seleucid Empire.  His plan is thwarted by Rome (Kittim). Antiochus, 
humiliated, returns to Judea and begins persecuting the faithful Jews thus leading to Maccabean Revolt (Dan. 11: 29-33) 
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E 

100 B.C. 90 B.C. 80 B.C. 70 B.C. 60 B.C. 50 B.C. 40 B.C. 30 B.C. 

Aristobulus I, son of John Hyrcanus, "King of the Jews"   

Alexander Jannaeus, son of John Hyrcanus    

Seleucus Epiphanes, and others   

Civil war between Pharisee and Sadducee factions   

Tigranes, the Armenian   

Ptolemy XI. and XII., claimants   

Prolemy XIII., Auletes   

Civil war between Hyr. II and Aristobulus II   

Syria a Roman province   

Cleopatra  VII (descendent of Ptolemies) 

Hyrcanus given Priesthood by Caesar   

Antigonus Maccabee 
         

Roman Rule of Palestine (63 BC-180 AD)   

Pompey conquers Pal. and Jer.   

First Triumverate   

Crassus plunders Temple   

Antipater procurater of Judea (Edomite 

Second Triumverate   

Antipater assasinated   

Ptolemy X, Lathyrus 

Hyrcanus 
executed by 
Herod 

Antiochus VIII, Grypus 

Egypt under the Ptolemies—“Kings of the South” (323—30 BC) 

Maccabean Period (168-37 BC) 

Syria under Seleucids—“Kings 
of the North” (312-66 BC) 

Hillel and Shammai 
      Teachers 

Herod slays Antigonus 

                  Rules Judea 

Egypt made a  
Roman province 
In 30 BC 

 

father 
of 
Herod 
the 
Great) 

 Wife, Salome Alexandra (76-67 BC) 

Hyrcanus II (High Priest) 

Aristobulus II (Military commander) 

Civil War after death of their 
mother,Salome, in 67 BC 

Murdered by 
Herod the Great  
who rules Judea 

Parthian invasion of Palestine until 37 BC.  Herod escapes 
 to Rome.  Antigonus, son of Aristobulus II, enthroned.  

Alliance with Antony 
against Octavian to 
regain Palestine.  
Defeated by Octavian at 
battle of Actium (31 BC). 
Octavian becomes 

Caesar Augustus.  

Augustus 
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F 

20 B.C. 10 B.C. 0 A.D. 10 A.D. 20 A.D. 30 A.D. 

Restoration of Temple begins  (19 BC—64 AD) 

Copinius, procurator of Judaea   

Cyrenius (Publius Sulpicius Quirinus) carries out census  (Lk. 2: 2) 

Herod Antipas continues vassal king in Galilee and Peraea   

Judaea made a Roman Province   

Reigned in Judea until 6 AD; deposed by Caesar (Matt. 2: 22) 

Marcus Ambivius, proc.   

Annius Rufus, proc.   

Tiberius   

Julian Emperors   

Valerius Gratus, procurator—Pilate’s predecessor   

M. Calpurnuis Piso, legate of Syria   

Pontius Pilate, procurator   

Caligula   

The New Testament  (5 BC—100AD) 

 Jesus Christ  (Exact dates of 
birth and death unknown) 

Annas high 
priest   

Caiaphas high priest   

Pentecost, May 26   

Crucifixion   

1st visit of  

Paul to  
Jerusalem  

Herod the Great rules Judea 
         (37 BC—4 BC) 

Augustus (formerly Octavian) made Emperor of Rome (27 BC—14 AD) 

Roman Rule of Palestine (63 BC—180 AD) 

Archelaus  

Herod Antipas 
(Galilee and 
Perea) 
(Matt. 14: 1-12; Lk. 
3:1; 23: 6-7) 

Herod Philip (Iturea and Trachonitis) (Matt. 14: 3; Lk. 3:1)  

Herod’s 
three 
sons 

Martyrdom of 
Stephen 
(Acts 7) 

Ministry of John the Baptist 

Saul (Paul) 

Conversion of Saul 

Under the authority of Caesar 

Deposed as high priest by 
Valerius Gratus in 15 AD yet 
continues to have power as 
patriarch of the priestly family 
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G 

 

40 A.D. 50 A.D. 60 A.D. 70 A.D. 80 A.D. 

Claudius   

Herod Agrippa I., King of Judea and Samaria    

Famine under Claudius   

Cuspis Fadus, proc.   

Tiberius Alexander, proc.   

Felix, sole proc.   

Nero   

Albinus, proc.   

Gessius Florus, proc.   

Persecution under Nero begins   

Military Emperors   

3 missionary journeys of Paul (Acts 13—14: 28 (46-48 AD); Acts 15: 40—18: 22 (49-52 AD); Acts 18: 23—21: 17 (53-57 AD) 

Jerusalem Council 
      (Acts 15) 
(Occurred after Galatians 
was written)   

    New Testament  Books   

Apocalypse?   

War in Judaea   

Destruction of Jerusalem   

Severe persecution under Nero (Peter and Paul martyred) 

Ignatius (martyr)   

(?) Polycarp of Smyrna (martyr)   

Restoration of Temple begun under Herod the Great 

                The Ministry of the Apostle Paul (32-67 AD) 

Herod Agrippa II (Acts 25: 13—26: 32); rules over parts of Galilee and Perea  

(?) Claudius expels Jews from Rome 

Festus appointed procurator 

Acts 24: 17; Gal. 2: 10 


