
Synoptic Gospels 

Christ’s Community Study Center—mcneilldf@gmail.com 

March 26, 2012 

i 

i 

The Synoptic Gospels 
 

 

I. The End of the Exile and the Inter-testamentary Period     1 

II. Genealogy of Jesus (Matt. 1: 1-17; Lk. 3: 23-31)     5 

III. The Birth of John the Baptist and the Announcement of Christ’s 

  Birth—Lk. 1: 5-80; Matt. 1: 18-25       5 

IV. The Birth of Christ; His Circumcision and Presentation 

  in the Temple—Lk. 2: 1-38         7 

V. The Visit of the Magi and Satan’s Attempt to Destroy 

  the Christ—Matt. 2: 1-23; Luke 2: 39       9 

VI. Jesus’ Childhood—Luke 2: 40-52       13 

VII. The Ministry of John the Baptist—Matt. 3: 1-12; Mk. 1: 1-8; Lk. 3: 1-20  14 

VIII. The Year of Inauguration        16  

 A. The Baptism of Jesus—Matt. 3: 13-17; Lk. 3: 21-22; Mk. 1: 9-11  16 

 B. The Temptation of Jesus—Matt. 4: 1-11; Lk. 4: 1-13; Mk. 1: 12-13  17 

  1. The First Temptation       18 

  2. The Second Temptation       19 

  3. The Third Temptation       20 

 C. Jesus’ Early Ministry according to John—Jn. 1: 19-4: 42   20 

 

IX. The Year of Popularity—The Early Galilean Ministry (Summer of AD 27  

 to October AD 29)         22 

     A. The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry—Matt.4: 12-17; Mk. 1: 14-15 

   Lk. 4: 14-15; Jn. 4: 43-54        22 

 B. The Calling of the First Disciples—Matt. 4: 18-22 

   Mk. 1: 16-20; Lk. 5: 1-11(?)       23 

 C. Miracles in Capernaum: The Healing of the Demoniac in the  

  Synagogue, Peter’s Mother-in-Law, and Other Sick and  

  Demon-Possessed— Matt. 4: 23-25; 8: 14-17; 

   Mk. 1: 21-39; Lk. 4: 31-44       26 

  1. Healing the Demoniac         26 

  2. Healing Peter’s Mother-in-Law      28 

  3. Healing the masses       29 

  4. Rest followed by Continued Ministry in Other Cities  

    in Galilee       29 

(Excursus: Temporal Connections in the Synoptic Gospels)    29 

 D. The Healing of the Leper—Matt. 8: 2-4; Mk. 1: 40-45; Lk. 5: 12-16  30 

 E. The Healing of the Paralytic—Matt. 9: 2-8; Mk. 2: 1-12; Lk. 5: 17-26  33  

 F. The Calling of Matthew—Matt. 9:9; Mk. 2: 14; Lk. 5: 27-28   36 

 G. Early Sabbath Controversies—Matt. 12: 1-21; Mk. 2: 23-3: 6 

   Lk. 6: 1-11         38 

  1. Disciples in the Grainfields—Matt. 12: 1-8  

    Mk. 2: 23-28; Lk. 6: 1-5     38 

  2. Man with the Withered Hand—Matt. 12: 9-13  

    Mk. 3: 1-5; Lk. 6: 6-10      40 

  3. The plot to kill Jesus followed by His withdrawal 
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    —Matt. 12: 14-21; Mk. 3: 6-12; Lk. 6: 11   41    

 H. The Calling of the Twelve Disciples—Mk. 3: 13-19; Lk. 6: 12-16  42 

 I. The First Great Discourse in Matthew: The Sermon on the Mount 

  —Matt. 5-7; Lk. 6: 17-49       42 

  1. The Structure of the Sermon      43 

  2. The Purpose of the Sermon      44 

  3. The Error of Literalism in Interpreting the Sermon   46 

  4. Jesus as the New Law-Giver      47  

  5. Citizens of the Kingdom—their Character    49 

   a. The Beatitudes in Matthew     49 

   b. The Beatitudes in Luke      55 

  6. Citizens of the Kingdom—Their Influence in the World: Salt  

     and Light (Matt. 5: 13-16)     56 

   a. Salt         56 

   b. Light        60 

  7.  Citizens of the Kingdom—Their Righteousness:  

    The Christian’s Relationship to the Law   61 

  8. The Righteousness of the Kingdom in  

    Personal Relationships—5: 21-48    65 

   a. Murder and Anger—vv. 21-26     66 

   b. Adultery—vv. 27-32      66 

    (1) Lust       66 

    (2) Unlawful Divorce      67 

   c. Vows—vv. 33-37       70 

   d. Retaliation versus Loving our Enemies—vv. 38-48  70 

  9. The Righteousness of the Kingdom in Giving  

    and Prayer—6: 1-15       73  

   a. Sincerity in Giving       73 

   b. Sincerity in Prayer       75 

   c. A Guide for Prayer—the Lord’s Prayer  

     (Matt. 6: 9-13)     76 

   d. Sincerity in Fasting—vv. 16-18     80 

  10. Hearts for the Kingdom—the Cure for Confusion  

     and Anxiety (Matt. 6: 19-34)    81 

   a. The Confusion of Treasures     81 

   b. The Confusion of Masters      83 

   c. The Cure for Anxiety      84 

  11. Judging Others—Matt. 7: 1-6      85 

  12. Persistent Prayer—Matt. 7: 7-12; Lk. 11: 5-13    87 

  13. The “Golden Rule”—Matt. 7: 12     89 

  14. The Conclusion to the Sermon on the Mount—7: 13-27  89 

 J. The Healing of the Centurion’s Servant—Matt. 8: 5-13; Lk. 7: 1-10  92 

 K. Jesus Raises the Dead Son of the Widow of Nain—Lk. 7: 11-17  92 

 L. The Doubts of John the Baptist; Jesus’ Mild Rebuke  

  and Generous Tribute—Matt.11: 2-19; Lk. 7: 18-35   93 

 M. Unrepentant Cities—Matt. 11: 20-24; Lk. 10: 12-16     96 

 N. The Sovereign Self-Revelation of God the Father  
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  and God the Son—Matt. 11: 25-30; Lk. 10: 21-24     97 

 O. Jesus Anointed by a Prostitute—Lk. 7: 36-50     100 

 P. Ministering Women—Lk. 8: 1-3       101  

 Q. The Charge of Madness—Mk. 3: 20-21      102 

 R. Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit—Matt. 12: 22-37 

   Mk. 3: 22-30; Lk. 11: 14-28       102 

 S. The Multitudes Seek for a Sign—Matt. 12: 38-45; Lk. 11: 29-32   106 

 T. Jesus’ Mother and Brothers—Matt. 12: 46-50; Mk. 3: 31-35; Lk. 8: 19-21 108    

 U. The Third Great Discourse in Matthew: Parables of the Kingdom— 

  Matt. 13: 1-52; Mk. 4: 1-34; Lk. 8: 4-18     108 

  1. The Purpose of the Parables—Matt. 13: 11-17; Mk. 4: 10-12 

    Lk. 8: 8-10        108 

  2. The Parable of the Sower—Matt. 13: 3-9; 18-23; Mk. 4: 3-9, 13-20 

    Lk. 8: 4-15        110 

  3. The Parable of the Tares among the Wheat—Matt. 13: 24-30, 36-43 111 

        (Excursus on the Interpretation of Parables)      113 

  4. The Parable of the Mustard Seed and the Leaven—Matt. 13: 31-33 

    Mk. 4: 30-32; Lk. 13: 18-21      114 

  5. Parables as the Fulfillment of Prophecy—Matt. 13: 34-35  115 

  6. The Parable of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl of Great 

    Price—Matt. 13: 44-46       115 

  7. The Parable of the Dragnet—Matt. 13: 47-50    116 

  8. Conclusion to the Parables in Matthew—Matt. 13: 51-52  116 

  9. Additional Parables found in Mark and Luke Discourse on Parables 

   —Mk. 4: 21-29       117 

 V.  The Cost of Discipleship; the Calming of the Sea —Matt. 8: 18-27 

   Mk. 4: 35-41; Lk. 8: 22-25; 9: 57-62     118 

  1. The Cost of Discipleship       118 

  2. The Calming of the Sea       122 

 W.  Healing of the Gerasene (Gadarene) Demoniac(s)—Matt. 8: 28-34 

   Mk. 5: 1-21; Lk. 8: 26-39       123 

 X. Jesus Returns to Capernaum—Matt. 9: 1; Mk. 5: 21; Lk. 8: 40  127  

 Y. Matthew’s Dinner—Matt. 9: 10-17; Mk. 2: 15-22; Lk. 5: 29-39    127 

  1. Eating with Tax-collectors and Sinners       127 

  2. The Question of Jesus’ Authority      129 

   a. Fasting or Feasting (?)      129 

   b. The Lesson of Cloth and Wineskins    131 

 Z. The Healing of Jairus’ Daughter and the Woman with a 

   Hemorrhage—Matt. 9: 18-26; Mk. 5: 21-43; Lk. 8: 40-56   133 

 AA. The Healing of Two Blind Men and a Demon-possessed 

   Man—Matt. 9: 27-34       136 

 BB. Jesus Rejected in Nazareth—Matt. 13: 54-58; Lk. 4: 16-30; Mk. 6: 1-6 137 

 CC. The Second Great Discourse in Matthew: The Sending Out of the Twelve 

  —Matt. 9: 35—11:1; Mk. 6: 6b-13; Lk. 9: 1-6    139 

  1. The Priority of the Jews—Matt. 10: 5a-6     140 

  2. The Message Preached—v. 7      140 

  3. The Ministry of Mercy—v. 8      141 
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  4. Supporting the Ministry—vv. 9-10     142 

  5. Judgment upon Those Who Reject the Gospel—vv. 11-15  145 

  6. Proposed Interpretations of Matt. 10: 23b    147 

  7. Facing Persecution—vv. 16-33      148 

   a. Persecution by the Jews      148 

   b. Persecution by political rulers     150 

   c. The Christian’s response to persecution    151 

    (1) Our relationship to Christ    151 

    (2) The security of believers     153 

    (3) Our value to the Father     154 

  8. Persecution from family—vv. 34-39     154 

   

X. The Year of Opposition—The Later Galilean Ministry      158 

 A. Herod “Haunted” by John the Baptist whom he Beheaded 

  —Matt. 14: 1-12; Mk. 6: 14-29; Lk. 9: 7-9     158 

 B. The Feeding of the Five Thousand—Matt. 14: 13-21; Mk. 6: 30-44 

   Lk. 9: 10-17; Jn. 6: 1-14       160 

 C. Jesus Walks on the Sea—Matt. 14: 22-36; Mk. 6: 45-56; Jn. 6: 15-21  162 

 D. Jesus’ Discourse on the Feeding of the Five Thousand 

  —Jn. 6: 22-71         165 

 E. Jesus’ Teaching Concerning the Traditions of Men—Matt. 15: 1-20 

   Mk. 7: 1-23         165 

 F. The Syrophoenician Woman—Matt. 15: 21-28; Mk.7: 24-30    171 

 G. The Deaf and Dumb Man and other Miracles—Matt. 15: 29-31 

  Mk. 7: 31-37         172 

 H. The Feeding of the Four Thousand—Matt. 15: 32-39; Mk. 8: 1-10  172 

 I. The Pharisees and Sadducees Seek for a Sign—Matt. 16: 1-12 

   Mk. 8: 11-21         174 

 J. Jesus Heals a Blind Man—Mk. 8: 22-26      176 

 K. Peter’s Confession—Matt. 16: 13-20; Mk. 8: 27-30; Lk. 9: 18-21  176 

 L. Jesus Foretells His Death and Second Coming; Peter’s Recession 

  —Matt. 16: 21-28; Mk. 8: 31—9:1; Lk. 9: 22-27    181 

 M. The Transfiguration—Matt. 17: 1-13; Mk. 9: 2-13; Lk. 9: 28-36  186 

 N. The Healing of the Demoniac—Matt. 17: 14-21; Mk. 9: 14-29 

   Lk. 9: 37-43a         189 

 O. Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection—Matt. 17: 22-23 

   Mk. 9: 30-32; Lk. 9: 43b       190  

 P. The Miracle of the Tribute Money—Matt. 17: 24-27    190 

 Q. The Fourth Great Discourse in Matthew—Matt. 18: 1-35   191 

  1. The little child (Christ’s model of a kingdom citizen) 

   —Matt. 18: 1-6; Mk. 9: 33-37; Lk. 9: 46-48    191 

  2. Protecting His little ones from sin—Matt. 18: 5-9; Mk. 9: 42-50 192 

  3. The Father’s love for His little ones—Matt. 18: 10-14   196  

  4. Pursuing the erring brother—Matt. 18: 15-20    199 

  5. The unforgiving slave—Matt. 18: 21-35     208 

  6. The intolerance of the disciples—Mk. 9: 38-41; Lk. 9: 49-50  210 

  7. The Doctrine of eternal hell—Mk. 9: 48     212 
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XI. The Year of Opposition—The Judean and Perean Ministry    213 

 A. Luke’s Narrative of Jesus’ Teaching as He Travels to Jerusalem  

  (The “Central Section”)—Lk. 9: 51—19: 44; Matt. 19: 1-2; Mk. 10: 1 213  

             1. The Misplaced Zeal of James and John—Lk. 9: 51-56   214 

  2. The Cost of Discipleship—Lk. 9: 57-62     214 

  3. The Sending Out of the Seventy Disciples—Lk. 10: 1-20  214 

  4. The Good Samaritan and the New Boundaries  

   of the Covenant People—Luke 10: 25-37    216 

  5. Mary and Martha—Lk. 10: 38-42      219 

  6. Instruction about Prayer—Lk. 11: 1-13     220 

  7.  The Blasphemy of the Pharisees and Their Insistence upon a  

   Sign—Lk. 11: 14-32; Matt. 12: 22-45; Mk. 3: 22-30  221 

  8. Jesus Pronounces Woes upon the Pharisees—Lk. 11: 37-54  221 

  9. Further Instructions to His Disciples—Lk. 12: 1-12   222 

  10. The Parable of the Rich Fool—Lk. 12: 13-34    222 

   a. The context—vv. 13-15      222 

   b. The parable—vv. 16-21      223 

   c. The implications of the parable—vv. 22-34   224 

  11. The Call to Readiness—Lk. 12: 35-48     226 

  12. Christ Divides—Lk. 12: 49-53      228 

  13. Interpreting the Times—Lk. 12: 54-59     229 

  14. A call to repentance—Lk. 13: 1-5     229 

  15. The Parable of the Fig Tree—Lk. 13: 6-9    231 

  16. Healing on the Sabbath Day—Lk. 13: 10-17    231 

  17. Parables of the kingdom—Lk. 13: 18-21    233 

  18. The parable of the narrow door—Lk. 13: 22-30   233 

  19. Jesus’ prophecy concerning Jerusalem—Lk. 13: 31-35  234 

  20. Jesus teaches in the house of a Pharisee—Lk. 14: 1-24  237 

   a. Healing a sick man on the Sabbath—vv. 3-6   237 

   b. The parable of the wedding feast—vv. 7-11   238 

   c. Showing kindness to those in need—vv. 12-14   239 

   d. The parable of the big dinner—vv. 15-24    240 

  21. The cost of discipleship—Lk. 14: 25-35     241 

  22. Parables in response to the scribes and Pharisees—Lk. 15: 1-32 243 

   a. The parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin—vv. 3-10 243 

   b. The parable of the lost son and the elder brother—vv. 11-32    244 

  23. The parable of the unrighteous servant—Lk. 16: 1-13   245 

  24. Jesus’ response to the scoffing of the scribes and Pharisees 

   —Lk. 16: 14-18       249  

  25. The parable of the rich man and Lazarus—Lk. 16: 19-31  250 

  26. Further instructions to His disciples; the parable of the unworthy 

   slave—Lk. 17: 1-10       254 

  27. The cleansing of ten lepers—Lk. 17: 11-19    255 

  28. The second coming of Christ—Lk. 17: 20-37    256 

  29. The parable of the persistent widow—Lk. 18: 1-8   258 

  30. The parable of the Pharisee and the tax-gatherer—Lk. 18: 9-14 259  
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 B. Jesus’ Teaching on Divorce—Matt. 19: 3-12; Mk. 10: 1-12   260 

 C. Jesus Blesses the Little Children—Matt. 19: 13-15; Mk. 10: 13-16 

   Lk. 18: 15-17         264 

 D. The Rich Young Ruler—Matt. 19: 16-26; Mk. 10: 17-27; Lk. 18: 18-27 265 

 E. Rewards for Discipleship—Matt. 19: 27-30; Mk. 10: 28-31; Lk. 18: 28-30 269 

 F. The Parable of Laborers in the Vineyard—Matt. 20: 1-16   270 

 G. Jesus’ Third Prediction of His Death and Resurrection—Matt. 20: 17-19 

   Mk. 10: 32-34; Lk. 18: 31-34      272 

 H. The Ambition of James and John—Matt. 20: 20-28; Mk. 10: 35-45  272 

 I. The Healing of Two Blind Men—Matt. 20: 29-34; Mk. 10: 46-52 

   Lk. 18: 35-43         274 

 J. The Conversion of Zaccheus—Lk. 19: 1-10     275 

 K. The Parable of the Minas—Lk. 19: 11-27     276 
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XII. The Last Week of Jesus’ Ministry on Earth (The Passion Week) 

 —Matt. 21: 1—28: 20; Mk. 11: 1—16: 8; Lk. 19: 28—24: 49 

  Jn. 12: 12—21: 25         276 

 A. The Triumphal Entry—Matt. 21: 1-11; Mk. 11: 1-10; Lk. 19: 28-44 

   Jn. 12: 12-19         285 

 B. The Cleansing of the Temple and the Withered Fig Tree—Matt. 21: 12-22 

   Mk. 11: 11-26; Lk. 19: 45-48      288 

 C. Jesus’ Authority Questioned by the Chief Priests, Scribes, and Elders 

   —Matt. 21: 27; Mk. 11: 27-33; Lk. 20: 1-8     291 

 D. The Parable of the Two Sons—Matt. 21: 28-32     292 

 E. The Parable of the Vineyard Owner—Matt. 21: 33-46; Mk. 12: 1-12 

  Lk. 20: 9-19         293 

 F. The Parable of the Wedding Feast—Matt. 22: 1-14    297 

 G. Jesus Tested by the Scribes and Chief Priests about Submission to God  

  or Caesar—Matt. 22: 15-22; Mk. 12: 13-17; Lk. 20: 20-26   300 

 H. Jesus Tested by the Sadducees concerning the Resurrection 

  —Matt. 22: 23-33; Mk. 12: 18-27; Lk. 20: 27-40    302 

 I. Jesus Tested by the Pharisees about the Greatest Commandment 

  —Matt. 22: 34-40; Mk. 12: 28-34      306 

 J. Jesus Questions the Pharisees about David’s Prophecy in Ps. 110: 1 

  —Matt. 22: 41-46; Mk. 12: 35-37; Lk. 20: 41-44    308 

 K. The Fifth Great Discourse in Matthew (The Seven Woes against  

  the Scribes and Pharisees)—Matt. 23: 1-39; Mk. 12: 38-40 

   Lk. 20: 45-47 

  1. Matthew 23 as a Separate Discourse     311 

  2. Introductory complaints concerning the scribes and Pharisees  311 

  3. Seven woes directed to the scribes and Pharisees    316 

   a. The first and second woes: They mislead the people and 

     even hinder them from entering the kingdom of  

    heaven (vv. 13, 15).      316 

   b. The third woe: They distort the commandments to avoid  

    responsibility (vv. 16-22).     316 

   c. The fourth woe: They emphasize the minor provisions of the  

    Law and minimize the major provisions of the Law  

    (vv. 23-24).       317 

   d. The fifth and sixth woes: They practice external religion  

    rather than internal purity (vv. 25-28).   320 

   e. The seventh woe:  They reject the prophetic word and its  

    messengers (vv. 29-36).     321 

  4. Jesus’ lament for the nation of Israel (vv. 37-39)    322 

 L. Jesus Praises the Poor Widow— Mk. 12: 41-44; Lk. 21: 1-4   323 

 M. The Sixth Great Discourse in Matthew—The Olivet Discourse  

  Matt. 24: 1—25: 46        325 

  1. Jesus predicts the destruction of Jerusalem and His second  

   coming—Matt. 24: 1-42; Mk. 13: 1-33; Lk. 21: 5-36  325 

   a. The disciples’ question—Matt. 24: 1-3; Mk. 13: 1-4 

     Lk. 21: 5-7       325 
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   b. Preliminary signs—Matt. 24: 4-14; Mk. 13: 5-13  

    Lk. 21: 8-19       325 

   c. The destruction of Jerusalem—Matt. 24: 15-25 

     Mk. 13: 14-23; Lk. 21: 20-24    327 

   d. The second coming of Christ and the end of the age 

    —Matt. 24: 26-31; Mk. 13: 24-27; Lk. 21: 25-28  333 

   e. The parable of the fig tree—Matt. 24: 32-35 

     Mk. 13: 28-31; Lk. 21: 29-33    335 

   f. The need for readiness—Matt. 24: 36-42; Mk. 13: 32-33 

     Lk. 21: 34-36       339 

  2. Parables preparing the disciples for the second coming of Christ 

   —Matt. 24: 43—25: 46      340 

   a. The parable of the thief at night—Matt. 24: 43-44  340 

   b. The parable of the sensible slave and the evil slave  340 

    —Matt. 24: 45-51; Mk. 13: 34-37       

   c. The parable of the ten virgins—Matt. 25: 1-13   341 

   d. The parable of the talents—Matt. 25: 14-30   343 

   e. The parable of the sheep and the goats (the final judgment)  

    —Matt. 25: 31-46      346 

 N. Jesus Teaches Daily in the Temple and Retires at Evening on the  

  Mount of Olives—Lk. 21: 37-38      350 

 O. The Chief Priests, Scribes, and Elders Plot to Kill Jesus 

  —Mat. 26: 1-5;  Mk. 14: 1-2; Lk. 22: 1-2     351 

 P. Jesus Anointed for Burial—Matt. 26: 6-13; Mk. 14: 3-9   352 

 Q. Judas Iscariot Bargains with the Chief Priests over the Betrayal of  

  Jesus—Matt. 26: 14-16; Mk. 14: 10-12; Lk. 22: 3-6   354 

 R. Jesus’ Last Passover with the Apostles and His Institution of the Lord’s   

  Supper —Matt. 26: 17-25; Mk. 14: 12-31; Lk. 22: 7-38; Jn. 13—17 345 

  1. Preparation for the Passover—Matt. 26: 17-19; Mk. 14: 12-16 

   Lk. 22: 7-13        355 

  2. The model of servant-leadership—Lk. 22: 24-30    355 

  3. Jesus washes the disciples’ feet—Jn. 13: 1-17    358 

  4. Jesus announces His betrayal—Matt. 26: 21-25 

    Mk. 14: 17-21; Lk. 22: 21-23     359 

  5. The institution of the Lord’s Supper —Matt. 26: 26-30 

   Mk. 14: 22-26; Lk. 22: 14-20      364 

   a. The elements of the Lord’s Supper    364 

   b. Continuity and discontinuity with the OT covenants   365 

    (1)  Exodus 24      365 

    (2) Genesis 15       366 

    (3) Exodus 24 and Genesis 15 compared   

      and contrasted     367 

    (4) Jeremiah 31: 27-40     371 

   c. The application of the New covenant    374 

   d. The consummation of the New covenant    374 

  6. Jesus predicts the failure of the disciples and Peter’s betrayal 

mailto:Center—mcneilldf@gmail.com


Synoptic Gospels 

Christ’s Community Study Center—mcneilldf@gmail.com 

March 26, 2012 

ix 

ix 

   —Matt. 26: 31-35; Mk. 14: 27-31; Lk. 22: 31-34; Jn. 13: 36-38 374 

  7. Jesus predicts His execution along with criminals  

   —Lk. 22: 35-38       367 

 S. Jesus’ Severe Trial of Prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane 

  —Matt. 26: 36-44; Mk. 14: 32-40; Lk. 22: 39-46; Jn. 18: 1  379 

 T. Jesus Betrayed by Judas in the Garden of Gethsemane 

  —Matt. 26: 45-56; Mk. 14: 41-52; Lk. 22: 47-54; Jn. 18: 2-11  381 

 U. Christ on Trial before Annas—Jn. 18: 12-14; 19-24    386 

 V. Peter’s Denial of Christ—Matt. 26: 69-75; Mk. 14: 66-72 

   Lk. 22: 55-62; Jn. 18: 15-18; 25-27      388 

 W. Christ at the First Trial before the Sanhedrin—Matt. 26: 57-68 

   Mk. 14: 53-65; Lk. 22: 54, 63-65      391 

 X. Christ at the Second Trial before the Sanhedrin—Matt. 27: 1 

   Mk. 15: 1a; Lk. 22: 66-71       393 

 Y. Christ Delivered over to Pilate by the Sanhedrin—Matt. 27: 1-2, 

   11-14; Mk. 15: 1-5; Lk. 23: 1-6; Jn. 18: 28-40    381 

 Excursus: Were the Jews in Palestine permitted to execute criminals 

   by stoning?         395 

 Z. Christ Delivered over to Herod by Pilate—Lk. 23: 7-12    398 

 AA. Judas’ Suicide—Matt. 27: 3-10       400 

 BB. Christ Condemned To Be Crucified Rather than Barabbas  

  —Matt. 27: 15-26; Mk. 15: 6-15; Lk. 23: 13-25    403 

 CC. Christ Tortured and Mocked—Matt. 27: 27-31; Mk. 15: 16-20  407 

  1. The severity of the scourging      407 

  2. Two separate scourgings, not one      407 

  3. The mockery        408 

 DD. Jesus Condemned by the People after the First Scourging  

  and Mockery—Jn. 19: 6-7       409 

 EE. Pilate’s fear—Jn. 19: 8        409 

 FF. Pilate’s Admission of Guilt—Jn. 19: 9-10     410 

 GG. The Sovereign Activity of God—Jn. 19: 11     410 

 HH. Christ Addresses the Women of Jerusalem—Lk. 23: 26-31   412 

  

 II. The Crucifixion of Christ—Matt. 27: 32-56; Mk. 15: 21-41 

   Lk. 23: 32-49; Jn. 19: 17-37      413 

  1. Simon of Cyrene        413  

   2. The place of crucifixion       413 

  3. Crucifixion used as capital punishment     413 

  4. The physical agony of crucifixion      414 

  5. The symbolism of Christ’s crucifixion     415 

  6. The wine mixed with gall       416 

  7. The charge: “The King of the Jews”     416 

  8. The dividing of Christ’s garments—Matt. 27: 35-36; Mk. 15: 24 

    Lk. 23: 34b; Jn. 19: 2-24       417 

  9. The sneering of the crowd, those passing by, chief priests, scribes,  

   elders, soldiers, and two criminals—Matt. 27: 39-44 

    Mk. 15: 29-32; Lk. 23: 35-37      417 
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 JJ. The Seven Words of Christ from the Cross—Lk. 23: 34, 43 

   Jn. 19: 26-27; Matt. 27: 36; Mk. 15: 34; Jn. 19: 28, 30; Lk. 23: 46 420 

  1. "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing” 

   —Lk. 23: 34        420 

  2. “Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise” 

   —Lk. 23: 43        420 

  3. “Woman, behold your son!... Behold, your mother” 

   —Jn. 19: 25a-27       422 

  4. “My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?” 

   —Matt. 27: 46; Mk. 15: 34      422 

  5. “I am thirsty”—Jn. 19: 28       424 

  6. “It is finished”—Jn. 19: 30      425 

  7. “Father, into your hands I commit My spirit”—Lk. 23: 46  426 

 KK.  Events Immediately after Jesus’ Death—Matt. 27: 52-56 

   Mk. 15: 38-41; Lk. 23: 47-49      426 

  1. The tearing of the temple veil      427 

  2. The earthquake and the opening of the tombs    427 

  3. The centurion’s confession       428 

  4. The crowd’s reaction       429 

  5. The women at Jesus’ crucifixion      429 

 LL. The Examination of Christ’s Body before Removal from the Cross 

  —Jn. 19: 31-42        430 

  1. Christ’s legs not broken       430 

  2. The piercing of His side       431 

 MM. The Burial of Christ—Matt. 27: 57-61; Mk.15: 42-47; Lk. 23: 50-56 

   Jn. 19: 38-42         433 

  1. Buried in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea    433 

  2. The sealing of the tomb—Matt. 27: 62-66    434 

 NN. The Resurrection Appearances of Christ—Matt. 28: 1-10, 16-20 

   Mk. 16: 1-8; Lk. 24: 1-49; Jn. 20: 1-25; 21: 1-25    436 

  1. A word of caution        436 

  2.  My purpose in attempting to reconcile the resurrection accounts 

    in the Synoptics and John      436 

  3. An attempted harmony of the resurrection accounts from the  

   Synoptics and John       441 

   a. The women who are first to visit the empty tomb   441 

   b. The time        441 

   c. The earthquake and the guards     441 

   d. The angels        442 

   e. The women’s activity at the tomb     442 

   f. The angels’ message and the women’s obedience   443 

   g. Peter and John visit the empty tomb    445 

   h. Mary Magdalene’s encounter with the angels and Christ 446 

   i. The women’s report to the disciples and Peter’s second visit   

    to the tomb       448 

   j. Christ’s Appearance to Two Disciples on the Road to 

     Emmaus       450 
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   k. Christ’s Appearance to Ten Apostles and the Promise  

    of the Holy Spirit      452 

    (1) The arrival of the disciples from Emmaus  452 

    (2) Christ’s appearance to Peter and its significance 452 

    (3) Christ’s appearance to James, His brother  453 

    (4) Jesus’ glorified body of flesh and bone and its 

      significance for the resurrected believer  453 

    (5) The importance of empirical evidence of  

     the resurrection of Christ    454 

    (6) The internal witness of the OT concerning 

      the resurrection of Christ    455 

    (7) Divine illumination necessary for interpreting  

     the evidence      455 

    (8) The gospel of repentance for the forgiveness  

     of sins to all the nations    455 

    (9) The promise of the Holy Spirit    456 

    (10) The activity of the apostles in forgiving  

     and retaining sins     456 

   l. Christ’s appearance to Thomas—Jn. 20: 24-31   457 

   m. Christ third appearance to some of the disciples at the  

    Sea of Tiberias—Jn. 21     458 

   n. Christ’s Great Commission to the Apostles—Matt. 28: 16-20 459 

    (1) The timing of the great commission   459 

    (2) Those present at the Great Commission   459 

    (3) The location of the Great Commission   460 

    (4) The basis of the Great Commission   461 

    (5) The task of the Great Commission   461 

    (6) The Triune God of the Great Commission  462 

    (7) The promise of the Great Commission   462 

   o. Christ’s Ascension into Heaven—Lk. 24: 50-53   462 
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